
Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost 
Morning Prayer Rite II 
 
Worship Preparation 
Preparing for worship at home is a different process than coming to worship in our church, 
where the space is set up for us with candles and time for prayer before the service begins.  As a 
result, it might be harder to get ourselves ready for worship. So as you prepare yourself for 
worship this morning, we invite and encourage you to light a candle and say the following 
prayer: 

Generous God, this day and all its possibilities are your gifts to me. 
Make me ready to receive your grace this morning and every morning.  

 
Welcome & Announcements  
 
Prelude  Down to the river and pray                              Sung by the Holy Apostles Choir 
 
Opening Song How can I keep from singing     Sung by Sonya Headlam  
 
Opening  Sentence  
Presider Send out your light and your truth, that they may lead us, and bring us to your 

holy hill and to your dwelling. 
 
Confession of Sin 
Presider Let us confess our sins against God and one another.  
 
All Almighty God, Source of all that is, Giver of every good gift: 

You create all people in your image and call us to love one another as you love us. 
We confess that we have failed to honor you in the great diversity of the human 
family. We have desired to live in freedom, 
while building walls between ourselves and others. 
We have longed to be known and accepted for who we are, 
while making judgements of others based on the color of skin, or the shape of 
features, or the varieties of human experience.  
We have tried to love our neighbors individually 
while yet benefitting from systems that hold those same neighbors in oppression. 
Forgive us, Holy God. 
Give us eyes to see you as you are revealed in all people. 



Strengthen us for the work of reconciliation rooted in love. 
Restore us in your image, to be beloved community, 
united in our diversity, 
even as you are one with Christ and the Spirit, 
Holy and undivided Trinity, now and for ever. 
Amen 

 
Presider Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord 

Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness and by the power of the Holy Spirit 
keep you in eternal life. Amen. 

 

The Invitatory  & Psalter 
Presider Lord, open our lips. 
People And our mouth shall proclaim your praise. 
 
All Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as it was in the  

beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. Alleluia! 
 

Presider The mercy of the Lord is everlasting: Come let us adore him. 
 
Jubilate Sung by Motomi Tanaka 

O be joyful in the Lord, all ye lands:  
Serve the Lord with gladness, and come before his presence with a song. 

Be ye sure that the Lord he is God: it is he that hath made us, and not we ourselves,  
We are his people, and the sheep of his pasture.  

O go your way into his gates with thanksgiving, and into his courts with praise.  
O be joyful in the Lord, all ye lands: 

 
Psalm  25:1-8  Led by Ellie Berlyn 
To you, O Lord, I lift up my soul; my God, I put my trust in you; * 

let me not be humiliated, nor let my enemies triumph over me. 
Let none who look to you be put to shame; * 

let the treacherous be disappointed in their schemes. 
Show me your ways, O Lord, * 

and teach me your paths. 
Lead me in your truth and teach me, * 

for you are the God of my salvation; in you have I trusted all the day long. 
Remember, O Lord, your compassion and love, * 



for they are from everlasting. 
Remember not the sins of my youth and my transgressions; * 

remember me according to your love and for the sake of your goodness, O Lord. 
Gracious and upright is the Lord; * 

therefore he teaches sinners in his way. 
He guides the humble in doing right * 

and teaches his way to the lowly. 
 

All Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as it was in the 
beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.  

 
The Lessons 
A reading from the prophet Ezekiel Read by Jerry Hanen 
The word of the Lord came to me: What do you mean by repeating this proverb concerning 
the land of Israel, “The parents have eaten sour grapes, and the children’s teeth are set on 
edge”? As I live, says the Lord God, this proverb shall no more be used by you in Israel. 
Know that all lives are mine; the life of the parent as well as the life of the child is mine: it 
is only the person who sins that shall die.  

Yet you say, “The way of the Lord is unfair.” Hear now, O house of Israel: Is my way 
unfair? Is it not your ways that are unfair? When the righteous turn away from their 
righteousness and commit iniquity, they shall die for it; for the iniquity that they have 
committed they shall die. Again, when the wicked turn away from the wickedness they have 
committed and do what is lawful and right, they shall save their life. Because they 
considered and turned away from all the transgressions that they had committed, they shall 
surely live; they shall not die. Yet the house of Israel says, “The way of the Lord is unfair.” 
O house of Israel, are my ways unfair? Is it not your ways that are unfair? 

Therefore I will judge you, O house of Israel, all of you according to your ways, says the 
Lord God. Repent and turn from all your transgressions; otherwise iniquity will be your 
ruin. Cast away from you all the transgressions that you have committed against me, and get 
yourselves a new heart and a new spirit! Why will you die, O house of Israel? For I have no 
pleasure in the death of anyone, says the Lord God. Turn, then, and live. 

The word of the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God. 
  



A reading from the Gospel of Matthew. Read by Gwendolyn Daring 
When Jesus entered the temple, the chief priests and the elders of the people came to him as 
he was teaching, and said, “By what authority are you doing these things, and who gave you 
this authority?” Jesus said to them, “I will also ask you one question; if you tell me the 
answer, then I will also tell you by what authority I do these things. Did the baptism of John 
come from heaven, or was it of human origin?” And they argued with one another, “If we 
say, ‘From heaven,’ he will say to us, ‘Why then did you not believe him?’ But if we say, 
‘Of human origin,’ we are afraid of the crowd; for all regard John as a prophet.” So they 
answered Jesus, “We do not know.” And he said to them, “Neither will I tell you by what 
authority I am doing these things. 

“What do you think? A man had two sons; he went to the first and said, ‘Son, go and work 
in the vineyard today.’ He answered, ‘I will not’; but later he changed his mind and went. 
The father went to the second and said the same; and he answered, ‘I go, sir’; but he did not 
go. Which of the two did the will of his father?” They said, “The first.” Jesus said to them, 
“Truly I tell you, the tax collectors and the prostitutes are going into the kingdom of God 
ahead of you. For John came to you in the way of righteousness and you did not believe 
him, but the tax collectors and the prostitutes believed him; and even after you saw it, you 
did not change your minds and believe him. 

The word of the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God. 
 
The Sermon Deacon John Musco 

 
The Apostles Creed Said in unison 
I believe in God, the Father almighty,  

creator of heaven and earth.  
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.  
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit  

and born of the Virgin Mary.  
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,  

was crucified, died, and was buried.  
He descended to the dead.  
On the third day he rose again.  
He ascended into heaven,  

and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.  
I believe in the Holy Spirit,  

the holy catholic Church,  
the communion of saints,  
the forgiveness of sins,  



the resurrection of the body,  
and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

 
The Offertory 
We now sing together our praise to God in thanksgiving for the generosity of this parish for the 
continued giving to the church and for the abundant giving to our brothers and sisters at PS 15. 

If you would like to give online, you can do so via our website 
www.holyapostlesbrooklyn.com/belonging/giving 

 
Doxology Sung by all 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow, 
Praise him all creatures here below, 
Praise him above ye heav’nly hosts, 

Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen. 
 
The Prayers Led by Janet Kaplan 
Intercessor In peace we pray to You, O God. 
 
Pause for a moment of silence 
 
Intercessor Help us, O Lord, that our eyes may be merciful 
People That we may never judge our neighbors 
 
Intercessor Help us, O Lord, that our ears may be merciful  
People That we may hear our neighbors needs 
 
Intercessor Help us, O Lord, that our tongues may be merciful  
People That we may never speak poorly of our neighbors 
 
Intercessor Help us, O Lord, that our hands may be merciful  
People That we may do only good to our neighbors 
 
Intercessor Help us, O Lord, that our feet may be merciful  
People That we may hurry to assist our neighbors 
 
Intercessor Help us, O Lord, that our hearts may be merciful  
People That we may feel the sufferings of our neighbors 
 
Intercessor Let us remember in silence our departed brothers and sisters. 
Pause for a moment of silence 
 
I invite you to offer intercessions and thanksgivings to God either silently or aloud. 



 
** we will unmute all for intercessions. Please give silence after each person speaks before you 
add your petition. If you do not have a petition or if there is too much background noise in your 
home, please mute yourself. You can also write your prayer in the chat. 
 
The Lord’s Prayer     LEVAS-264 Sung by all 

Our Father, which art in heaven, hallowed by thy name, 
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. 
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 
 
Collect of the Day 
O God, you declare your almighty power chiefly in showing mercy and pity: Grant us the fullness of 
your grace, that we, running to obtain your promises, may become partakers of your heavenly 
treasure; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
for ever and ever. Amen. 

The General Thanksgiving Said by all 
Almighty God, Father of all mercies, 
we your unworthy servants give you humble thanks 
for all your goodness and loving-kindness 
to us and to all whom you have made. 
We bless you for our creation, preservation, 
and all the blessings of this life; 
but above all for your immeasurable love 
in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ; 
for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory. 
And, we pray, give us such an awareness of your mercies, 
that with truly thankful hearts we may show forth your praise, 
not only with our lips, but in our lives, 
by giving up our selves to your service, 
and by walking before you 
in holiness and righteousness all our days; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, 
be honor and glory throughout all ages. Amen. 
  
 
A Prayer of St. Chrysostom 



Almighty God, you have given us grace at this time with one accord to make our common 
supplication to you; and you have promised through your well-beloved Son that when two 
or three are gathered together in his Name you will be in the midst of them: Fulfill now, O 
Lord, our desires and petitions as may be best for us; granting us in this world knowledge 
of your truth, and in the age to come life everlasting. Amen. 
 
A Prayer by Howard Thurman 
“Lord, make me an instrument of Thy Peace.” Teach me how to order my days that with 
sure touch I may say the right word at the right time and in the right way — lest I betray 
the spirit of peace. Let me not be deceived by my own insecurity and weakness which 
would make me hurt another as I try desperately to help myself. Keep watch with me, O 
my Father, over the days of my life, that with abiding enthusiasm I may be in such 
possession of myself that each day I may offer to Thee the full, unhampered use of me in all 
my parts as “an instrument of Thy Peace.” Amen. 
 
The Benediction Rev. William Sloan Coffin 
Presider May God give you Grace never to sell yourself short;  

Grace to risk something big for something good;  
Grace to remember that the world is too dangerous for anything but truth and too 

small for anything but love;  
The Blessing of God Almighty, Father, Son and Holy Spirit be with us now and 

remain with us this day and always.  Amen.  
 
Closing Hymn: Come thou fount of every blessing Sung by all  
 
Come thou fount of every blessing, tune my heart to sing thy grace!  
Streams of mercy never ceasing, call for songs of loudest praise. 
Teach me some melodious sonnet, sung by flaming tongues above. 
Praise the mount! Oh, fix me on it, mount of God’s unchanging love.  
 
Oh, to grace how great a debtor daily I’m constrained to be!  
Let thy goodness, like a fetter, bind my wandering heart to thee. 
Prone to wander, Lord, I feel it, Prone to leave the God I love; 
Here’s my heart, oh, take and steal it, seal it for thy courts above.  
 
Parting Hymn 
May the Lord, mighty Lord, bless you and keep you forever 
Bind your heart to his heard, with a bond that nothing can sever 
Give you light on the uphill road, and courage in every endeavor 
May the Lord, mighty Lord, bless you and keep you forever. 
 



Passing of the Peace 
 
Time for Check-In 
 
Parish Announcements 
If you have received a P-EBT card because you have a student in public school and are 
hesitating to use it, consider using the card and donating the amount to our discretionary fund 
for our ongoing support of families at PS 15. We continue to help undocumented families with 
rent and food assistance.  You can donate here: 
www.holyapostlesbrooklyn.com/belonging/giving 

 
Sign up to be a reader this fall here: 

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1gVpB-GgI8q1YnLNwTerIQFKCS4sSvvbZ258lE6CJ5u8
/edit?usp=sharing 

 
An email for our fall offerings will go out this week.  Make sure to check your inbox! 
 

If you have a prayer request or thanksgiving for our Parish Prayer List that you would like to 
include in our weekly email, please email it to info@holyapostlesbrookly.com by Friday at 5pm. 
 

http://www.holyapostlesbrooklyn.com/belonging/giving
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1gVpB-GgI8q1YnLNwTerIQFKCS4sSvvbZ258lE6CJ5u8/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1gVpB-GgI8q1YnLNwTerIQFKCS4sSvvbZ258lE6CJ5u8/edit?usp=sharing
mailto:info@holyapostlesbrookly.com

