
The Sixteenth Sunday After Pentecost
Morning Prayer Rite II
September 12, 2021

Welcome & Announcements

Opening Hymn Sung by all

Opening  Sentences
Presider Come and worship Christ, the visible image of the invisible God,
the firstborn of creation, the eternal God: the one through whom all things were created, and in
whom all things are held together.

Confession of Sin & Absolution Led by Richard Auletta
Presider Let us confess our sins against God and one another.

All Almighty God, Source of all that is, Giver of every good gift:
You create all people in your image and call us to love one another as you love us.
We confess that we have failed to honor you in the great diversity of the human
family. We have desired to live in freedom,
while building walls between ourselves and others.
We have longed to be known and accepted for who we are,
while making judgements of others based on the color of skin, or the shape of
features, or the varieties of human experience.
We have tried to love our neighbors individually
while yet benefitting from systems that hold those same neighbors in oppression.
Forgive us, Holy God.
Give us eyes to see you as you are revealed in all people.
Strengthen us for the work of reconciliation rooted in love.
Restore us in your image, to be beloved community,
united in our diversity,
even as you are one with Christ and the Spirit,
Holy and undivided Trinity, now and for ever.
Amen

Presider Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord
Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness and by the power of the Holy Spirit
keep you in eternal life. Amen.



Invitiatory & Psalter
Presider Lord, open our lips.
People And our mouth shall proclaim your praise.

All Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as it was in the
beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. Alleluia!

Presider Worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness; let the whole earth stand in awe.
Come let us adore him.

Jubilate Sung by Motomi Tanaka

Psalm 116:1-8 Led by Alice Avouris　
I love the Lord, because he has heard the voice of my supplication, *

because he has inclined his ear to me whenever I called upon him.
The cords of death entangled me; the grip of the grave took hold of me; *

I came to grief and sorrow.
Then I called upon the Name of the Lord: *

"O Lord, I pray you, save my life."
Gracious is the Lord and righteous; *

our God is full of compassion.
The Lord watches over the innocent; *

I was brought very low, and he helped me.
Turn again to your rest, O my soul, *

for the Lord has treated you well.
For you have rescued my life from death, *

my eyes from tears, and my feet from stumbling.
I will walk in the presence of the Lord *

in the land of the living.

All Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as it was in the
beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.

The Lessons
A reading from the letter of James Read by Carol Normandin
Not many of you should become teachers, my brothers and sisters, for you know that we
who teach will be judged with greater strictness. For all of us make many mistakes. Anyone
who makes no mistakes in speaking is perfect, able to keep the whole body in check with a



bridle. If we put bits into the mouths of horses to make them obey us, we guide their whole
bodies. Or look at ships: though they are so large that it takes strong winds to drive them,
yet they are guided by a very small rudder wherever the will of the pilot directs. So also the
tongue is a small member, yet it boasts of great exploits.

How great a forest is set ablaze by a small fire! And the tongue is a fire. The tongue is
placed among our members as a world of iniquity; it stains the whole body, sets on fire the
cycle of nature, and is itself set on fire by hell. For every species of beast and bird, of reptile
and sea creature, can be tamed and has been tamed by the human species, but no one can
tame the tongue-- a restless evil, full of deadly poison. With it we bless the Lord and Father,
and with it we curse those who are made in the likeness of God. From the same mouth come
blessing and cursing. My brothers and sisters, this ought not to be so. Does a spring pour
forth from the same opening both fresh and brackish water? Can a fig tree, my brothers and
sisters, yield olives, or a grapevine figs? No more can salt water yield fresh.

The word of the Lord.
People Thanks be to God.

Halle Halle Halle sung by the Choir

A reading from the Gospel of Mark. Read by Deacon John Musco
Jesus went on with his disciples to the villages of Caesarea Philippi; and on the way he
asked his disciples, “Who do people say that I am?” And they answered him, “John the
Baptist; and others, Elijah; and still others, one of the prophets.” He asked them, “But who
do you say that I am?” Peter answered him, “You are the Messiah.” And he sternly ordered
them not to tell anyone about him.

Then he began to teach them that the Son of Man must undergo great suffering, and be
rejected by the elders, the chief priests, and the scribes, and be killed, and after three days
rise again. He said all this quite openly. And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him.
But turning and looking at his disciples, he rebuked Peter and said, “Get behind me, Satan!
For you are setting your mind not on divine things but on human things.”

He called the crowd with his disciples, and said to them, “If any want to become my
followers, let them deny themselves and take up their cross and follow me. For those who
want to save their life will lose it, and those who lose their life for my sake, and for the sake
of the gospel, will save it. For what will it profit them to gain the whole world and forfeit
their life? Indeed, what can they give in return for their life? Those who are ashamed of me
and of my words in this adulterous and sinful generation, of them the Son of Man will also
be ashamed when he comes in the glory of his Father with the holy angels.”

The word of the Lord.
People Thanks be to God.

Sermon The Rev. April Stace



Fix Me Jesus 　　　　　　　

The Apostles Creed said in unison
I believe in God, the Father almighty,

creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit

and born of the Virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven,

and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting.  Amen.

The Offertory
We  give thanks to God for all we have and all we are. You can give securely online here:

https://onrealm.org/holyapostles/give/website
Doxology Sung by all

Praise God from whom all blessings flow,
Praise him all creatures here below,
Praise him above ye heav’nly hosts,

Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen.

Presider And now as our Savior Jesus has taught us, we are bold to pray:
The Lord’s Prayer     LEVAS-264 Sung by all

Our Father, which art in heaven, hallowed by thy name,
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.

https://onrealm.org/holyapostles/give/website


For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

Prayers of the People Led by Kallen Tsikalas
Together we lift our prayers to you, O God of love and healing.
God the Father, you breathe life into your whole Creation.
Help us breathe deeply of your peace and presence.

God the Son, you give us yourself to make our joy complete.
Help us give our fear, pain, and grief to you.

God the Holy Spirit, you move through our lives in unexpected ways.
Help us move in concert with your life-giving motion.

Holy Trinity, One God, accept our thanks and praise for all the blessings of this life,
especially for those blessings that our present circumstances make difficult to see.

Shed the light of your healing love on all who are sick in body, mind, or spirit,
that they may find new wholeness illumined by your grace.
Knit together in your love all whose relationships have frayed,
that they may find reconciliation and new beginnings.

Bless all who work to improve the health of others,
that they may bring hope, care, wisdom, and skill to all they serve.

Hold in the palm of your hand all who are near death and all who care for them,
that they may know the peace that passes all understanding.

Grant all who turn to you the courage to participate with you in restoring this broken
world to wholeness, that everyone and everything may share in the hope of your
kingdom.

You are the Lord whose promises never cease.
You are the Lord whose presence never fails.

Gracious God, you are close to us no matter how far we feel from you: draw us into the
very heart of your grace and help us to live into the truth that nothing in all creation can
separate us from your love in Jesus Christ our Lord.

Dear people of God,  for whom and for what do you pray for?



Collect of the Day
Presider The Lord be with you.
All And also with you.
Presider Let us pray.
O God, because without you we are not able to please you, mercifully grant that your Holy
Spirit may in all things direct and rule our hearts; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

Closing Prayer Led by Patrice Rankine
Friends, please join me in our closing prayer:
At every moment of our existence
you are present to us God in gentle compassion.

Help us to be present to one another
so that our presence may be a strength that heals our  wounds ,
and gives hope that is for all persons
through Jesus our compassionate brother. Amen.

The Benediction
Presider The peace of God which passes all understanding keep your hearts and minds in

Christ Jesus and the blessing of God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit be upon you and
remain with you always.

Closing Hymn Sung by all

Dismissal
Deacon Let us go forth rejoicing in the power Holy Spirit. Alleluia!
All Thanks be to God! Alleluia!

Summer Sing Along Sung by all


